
DEFINITIONS 

* Excepted from PAG-13 NPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from MS4s Approval of 

Coverage (3800-PM-BCW0100d) 

 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) means schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, 

maintenance procedures and other management practices to prevent or reduce pollutant loading to surface 

waters of this Commonwealth. The term includes treatment requirements, operating procedures and 

practices to control plant site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw 

material storage. The term includes activities, facilities, measures, planning or procedures used to 

minimize accelerated erosion and sedimentation and manage stormwater to protect, maintain, reclaim and 

restore the quality of waters and the existing and designated uses of waters within this Commonwealth 

before, during and after earth disturbance activities. (25 Pa. Code § 92a.2)  

Clean Water Act (CWA) means the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended, 33 U.S.C.A. §§ 

1251 - 1387.  

Cleaning Agent means any product, substance or chemical other than water that is used to clean the 

exterior surface of vehicles.  

Designated Uses are those uses specified in 25 Pa. Code §§ 93.4(a) and 93.9a – 93.9z for each water 

body or segment whether or not they are being attained. (25 Pa. Code § 93.1)  

Dry Weather means a condition in which there are no precipitation, snowmelt, drainage or other events 

producing a stormwater discharge for more than 48 consecutive hours.  

Existing Permittee means any entity that has been designated as a regulated small MS4 and has 

previously obtained permit coverage under the PAG-13 General Permit or obtained an Individual NPDES 

MS4 Permit.  

Existing Uses are those uses actually attained in the water body on or after November 28, 1975, whether 

or not they are included in the water quality standards. (25 Pa. Code § 93.1)  

Illicit Connection means any physical connection to a municipal separate storm sewer system that can 

convey illicit discharges into the system and/or is not authorized or permitted by the permittee. 

Illicit Discharge means any discharge to a municipal separate storm sewer that is not composed entirely 

of stormwater, except non-stormwater discharges as described in the “Discharges Authorized by this 

General Permit” section of this General Permit. Examples of illicit discharges include dumping of motor 

vehicle fluids, household hazardous wastes, grass clippings, leaf litter, animal wastes, or unauthorized 

discharges of sewage, industrial waste, restaurant wastes, or any other non-stormwater waste into a 

municipal separate storm sewer system. Illicit discharges can be accidental or intentional.  

Impaired Waters means surface waters that fail to attain one or more of its designated uses under 25 Pa. 

Code Chapter 93 and as listed in Categories 4 and 5 of Pennsylvania’s Integrated Water Quality 

Monitoring and Assessment Report.  

Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report means the report published every other 

year by DEP to report on the conditions of Pennsylvania's surface waters to satisfy sections 305(b) and 

303(d) of the CWA.  



Intermittent Stream means a body of water flowing in a channel or bed composed primarily of 

substrates associated with flowing water, which, during periods of the year, is below the local water table 

and obtains its flow from both surface runoff and groundwater discharges. (25 Pa. Code § 92a.2) 

 Load Allocation means the portion of a surface water’s loading capacity that is assigned or allocated to 

existing and future nonpoint sources and natural quality. (25 Pa. Code § 96.1) 

 Low Impact Development (LID) means site design approaches and small-scale stormwater 

management practices that promote the use of natural systems for infiltration, evapotranspiration, and 

reuse of rainwater. LID can be applied to new development, urban retrofits, and revitalization projects. 

LID utilizes design techniques that infiltrate, filter, evaporate, and store runoff close to its source. Rather 

than rely on costly large-scale conveyance and treatment systems, LID addresses stormwater through a 

variety of small, cost-effective landscape features located on-site.  

Minimum Control Measures (MCM) are the mandatory elements of the stormwater management 

program required by the MS4 permit. The six MCMs are:  MCM1 Public Education and Outreach, 

MCM2 Public Participation/Involvement, MCM3 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, MCM4 

Construction Site Runoff Control, MCM5 Post-Construction Runoff Control, and MCM6 Pollution 

Prevention/Good Housekeeping.  

MS4 Requirements Table is a compilation of information regarding Pennsylvania MS4s, surface waters 

that receive stormwater discharges from MS4s, surface water impairments and TMDLs that is posted to 

DEP’s website, www.dep.pa.gov/MS4. The MS4 Requirements Table has been assembled by DEP to 

assist MS4 permittees in determining applicable requirements for the development of plans and 

implementation of BMPs, as well as eligibility for the PAG-13 General Permit. In general, the MS4 

Requirements Table will be updated prior to each renewal of this General Permit based on DEP’s latest 

published Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report.  

Municipal separate storm sewer means a conveyance or system of conveyances (including roads with 

drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels, or storm 

drains): (i) Owned or operated by a State, city, town, borough, county, parish, district, association, or 

other public body (created by or pursuant to State law) having jurisdiction over disposal of sewage, 

industrial wastes, stormwater, or other wastes, including special districts under State law such as a sewer 

district, flood control district or drainage district, or similar entity, or an Indian tribe or an authorized 

Indian tribal organization, or a designated and approved management agency under section 208 of the 

CWA that discharges to surface waters; (ii) Designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater; (iii) 

Which is not a combined sewer; and (iv) Which is not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works 

(POTW) as defined at 40 CFR 122.2. (25 Pa. Code § 92a.32(a) and 40 CFR § 122.26(b)(8))  

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) means all separate storm sewers that are defined as 

“large” or “medium” or “small” municipal separate storm sewer systems pursuant to 40 CFR §§ 

122.26(b)(4), (b)(7), and (b)(16), respectively, or designated under 40 CFR § 122.26(a)(1)(v). (25 Pa. 

Code § 92a.32(a) and 40 CFR § 122.26(b)(18)) 

 Municipality means a city, town, borough, county, township, school district, institution, authority or 

other public body created by or pursuant to State law and having jurisdiction over disposal of sewage, 

industrial wastes or other wastes. (25 Pa. Code § 92a.2)  

New Permittee means any entity that has been designated as a regulated small MS4 and has not 

previously obtained permit coverage under the PAG-13 General Permit or obtained an Individual NPDES 



MS4 Permit. NOI means the Notice of Intent for coverage under the NPDES General Permit for 

Stormwater Discharges from Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems.  

Non-Municipal Permittee means a regulated small MS4 that is not a municipality, e.g., military bases, 

large hospital or prison complexes, and highways and other thoroughfares.  

Non-Structural BMPs means actions that involve management and source controls such as: (1) policies 

and ordinances that provide requirements and standards to direct growth to identified areas, promote 

redevelopment, protect areas such as wetlands and riparian areas, maintain and/or increase open space, 

provide buffers along water bodies, minimize impervious surfaces, and minimize disturbance of soils and 

vegetation; (2) education programs for developers and the public about minimizing water quality impacts; 

(3) measures such as minimizing the percentage of impervious area after development, use of measures to 

minimize directly connected impervious areas, street sweeping, and source control measures such as good 

housekeeping, maintenance, and spill prevention; and other BMPs as referenced in Chapter 5 of the 

Pennsylvania Stormwater BMP Manual (363-0300-002).  

Ordinance means a law enacted by the government of a municipality.  

Outfall means a point source as defined by 40 CFR § 122.2 at the point where a municipal separate storm 

sewer discharges to surface waters and does not include open conveyances connecting two municipal 

separate storm sewers, or pipes, tunnels or other conveyances which connect segments of the same stream 

or other surface waters and are used to convey surface waters. (25 Pa. Code § 92a.32(a) and 40 CFR § 

122.26(b)(9))  

Owner or Operator means the owner or operator of any “facility” or “activity” subject to regulation 

under the NPDES program. (25 Pa. Code § 92a.3(b)(1) and 40 CFR § 122.2)  

Permittee means the owner or operator of a regulated small MS4 authorized to discharge under the terms 

of this General Permit.  

Point Source means a discernible, confined, and discrete conveyance, including, but not limited to, any 

pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling stock, Concentrated Aquatic 

Animal Production Facility (CAAP), Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO), landfill leachate 

collection system, or vessel or other floating craft from which pollutants are or may be discharged. (25 Pa. 

Code § 92a.2)  

Pollutant means any contaminant or other alteration of the physical, chemical, biological, or radiological 

integrity of surface water which causes or has the potential to cause pollution as defined in section 1 of 

the Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law, 35 P.S. § 691.1. (25 Pa. Code § 92a.2)  

Qualifying Development or Redevelopment Project means an earth disturbance activity that requires 

an NPDES permit for stormwater discharges associated with construction activity per 25 Pa. Code 

Chapter 102.  

Regulated Small MS4 means any small MS4 that is covered by the federal Phase II stormwater program, 

either through automatic nationwide designation under 40 CFR § 122.32(a)(1) (via the Urbanized Area 

criteria) or by designation on a case-by-case basis by DEP pursuant to 40 CFR § 122.32(a)(2). “Regulated 

small MS4s” are a subset of “small MS4s” as defined in this section.  

Riparian Forest Buffer means an area of permanent vegetation consisting of native trees, shrubs, forbs 

and grasses along surface water that is maintained in a natural state or sustainably managed to protect and 



enhance water quality, stabilize stream channels and banks, and buffer land use activities from surface 

waters.  

Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (Small MS4) means an MS4, as defined in this 

section, that is not a large or medium MS4 pursuant to 40 CFR §§ 122.26(b)(4) and 122.26(b)(7). The 

term small MS4 includes systems similar to separate storm sewer systems in municipalities, such as 

systems at military bases, large hospital or prison complexes, and highways and other thoroughfares. The 

term does not include separate storm sewers in very discrete areas, such as individual buildings. (25 Pa. 

Code § 92a.32(a) and 40 CFR § 122.26(b)(16))  

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) means a policy or set of procedures that are enacted by a non-

municipal permittee to implement a stormwater management program.  

Storm Sewershed means the land area that drains to an individual MS4 outfall from within the 

jurisdiction of the MS4 permittee. The term “combined storm sewershed” means the drainage areas of all 

MS4 outfalls that discharge to a specific surface water or to waters within the Chesapeake Bay watershed. 
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Stormwater means runoff from precipitation, snow melt runoff and surface runoff and drainage. 

“Stormwater” has the same meaning as “storm water.” (25 Pa. Code § 92a.2)  

Structural BMPs means stormwater storage and management practices including, but not limited to, wet 

ponds and extended detention outlet structures; filtration practices such as grassed swales, sand filters and 

filter strips; infiltration practices such as infiltration basins and infiltration trenches; and other BMPs as 

referenced in Chapter 6 of the Pennsylvania Stormwater BMP Manual (363-0300-002).  

Surface Waters means perennial and intermittent streams, rivers, lakes, reservoirs, ponds, wetlands, 

springs, natural seeps and estuaries, excluding water at facilities approved for wastewater treatment such 

as wastewater treatment impoundments, cooling water ponds and constructed wetlands used as part of a 

wastewater treatment process. (25 Pa. Code § 92a.2)  

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) means the sum of individual waste load allocations for point 

sources, load allocations for nonpoint sources and natural quality and a margin of safety expressed in 

terms of mass per time, toxicity or other appropriate measures. (25 Pa. Code § 96.1) 

 Urbanized Area (UA) means land area comprising one or more places (central place(s)) and the adjacent 

densely settled surrounding area (urban fringe) that together have a residential population of at least 

50,000 and an overall population density of at least 1,000 people per square mile, as defined by the 

United States Bureau of the Census and as determined by the latest available decennial census. The UA 

outlines the extent of automatically regulated areas.  

Wasteload Allocation (WLA) means the portion of a surface water’s loading capacity that is allocated to 

existing and future point source discharges. (25 Pa. Code § 96.1)  

Water Quality Criteria means numeric concentrations, levels or surface water conditions that need to be 

maintained or attained to protect existing and designated uses. (25 Pa. Code § 93.1)  

Water Quality Standards means the combination of water uses to be protected and the water quality 

criteria necessary to protect those uses. (25 Pa. Code § 92a.2) 


